IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 

MURAKAMI, Akira Atty.Ref.: 330-243 
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Filed: January 29, 2002 Examiner: 
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January 29, 2002 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

In order to place the above-identified application in better condition for 
examination, please amend the application as follows: 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please substitute the following amended claims for corresponding claims 
previously presented. A copy of the amended claims showing current revisions is 
attached. 
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5. The method of claim 3, wherein the substrate blank is formed to have one 
of a structure in which the substrate blank has a small- thickness portion in a central 
portion and a large- thickness portion in a circumferential portion, a structure in which 
the substrate has a large-thickness portion in a central portion and a small- thickness 
portion in a circumferential portion, and a structure in which the blank has a large- 
thickness portion in each of a central portion and a circumferential portion and a small- 
thickness portion between the circumferential portion and the central portion, 

2 

05 6. The method of claim 1, wherein a molten glass as the glass in a softened state is 

= i j 
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*f supplied onto the lower mold member and press-molded. 

" ^ 

fU 7. The method of claim 1, wherein the mold having upper and lower mold members 

« »*s 

^- is adjusted to have a lower temperature than the glass in a softened state to press-mold the 
glass. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the substrate blank has the form of a disk. 

9. The method of claim 1, wherein the substrate blank has a thickness whose 
minimum value and maximum value are both in the range of from 0.8mm to 2.2mm. 

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the substrate blank is for use as an intermediate 
for a substrate for an information recording medium. 
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11. A method for producing a substrate, which comprises cutting and polishing the 
substrate blank produced by the method recited in claim 1. 
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REMARKS 



Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the 
current amendment. The attached page(s) is captioned " Version With Markups To 
Show Changes Made." 



S ARC:ecb 

r 1 1 00 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 

O Arlington, VA 22201-47 14 

H= Telephone: (703) 8 1 6-4000 

W Facsimile: (703)816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 




Arthur Rf. Crawford 
Reg. No. 25,327 
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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
IN THE CLAIMS 

5. The method of claim 3-OF-4, wherein the substrate blank is formed to have one of a 
structure in which the substrate blank has a small- thickness portion in a central portion 
and a large- thickness portion in a circumferential portion, a structure in which the 
substrate has a large-thickness portion in a central portion and a small-thickness portion 
in a circumferential portion, and a structure in which the blank has a large-thickness 
portion in each of a central portion and a circumferential portion and a small-thickness 
portion between the circumferential portion and the central portion. 

6. The method of any- one -ef-claim^ l-te-4, wherein a molten glass as the glass in a 
softened state is supplied onto the lower mold member and press-molded. 

7. The method of any one- o f -claims l-te-4, wherein the mold having upper and lower 
mold members is adjusted to have a lower temperature than the glass in a softened state 
to press-mold the glass. 

8. The method of any-ene-ef^laims l-te-4, wherein the substrate blank has the form 
of a disk. 



-5- 



597628 



MURAKAMI, Akira 

Serial No. imkilewii 

9. The method of an y - eBe - ef -claim^ l4e-4, wherein the substrate blank has a 
thickness whose minimum value and maximum value are both in the range of from 
0.8mm to 2.2mm. 

10. The method of an y one of claims- I4e4, wherein the substrate blank is for use as 
an intermediate for a substrate for an information recording medium. 

11. A method for producing a substrate, which comprises cutting and polishing the 
substrate blank produced by the method recited in any one of claims l4e-4. 



